For Immediate Release:

Contact:  Elizabeth Morra/John Scofield

September 19, 2000

               (202) 226-5828




                                    Dan Gage @ (315) 423-5657







     Ron Hudock @ (202) 225-4172

Walsh/Mollohan Announce Creation

of Housing Commission

Washington, D.C. –  U.S. Rep. James Walsh (R-NY) and U.S. Rep. Alan Mollohan (D-WV) announced the creation Millennial Housing Commission today.  The Commission, which was authorized in the Fiscal Year 2000 VA HUD Appropriations bill, will develop legislative and regulatory recommendations for Congress to improve the delivery of housing services to our neediest Americans and expand affordable housing opportunities.  

The bipartisan commission, which will operate similarly to recent blue ribbon panels on Medicare and Social Security, will consist of twenty two members selected by the Chairman and Ranking Members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committee and House and Senate Banking Committee and the relevant subcommittees of those panels with jurisdiction over housing.  Commission members were chosen for their commitment to building consensus, their expertise, leadership ability, and credibility on housing issues.  A list of commission members is attached.  

"I'm pleased today to join my colleagues in announcing the creation of this important Commission," said Walsh.  "It is my hope that this prestigious panel will develop clear and consistent recommendations to the next Congress and the next President to address the impending housing crisis our nation faces.  Every American should have access to safe, affordable, quality housing regardless of income and regardless of what region one resides in."

Walsh and Mollohan hope the creation of the commission will establish housing issues as a national priority.  

“Through the creation of this commission, we are focusing significant expertise on America’s affordable housing needs.  I am pleased to join Chairman Walsh in seeking better housing for seniors, low-income families and people with disabilities,” Mollohan said. “That search must begin with a candid assessment of our existing programs, followed by recommendations for improving the programs already in place, and possibly establishing new ones.  Each member selected to the Millennial Housing Commission brings a wealth of experiences which will help make the final document an authoritative statement that can guide future efforts in the housing field,” Mollohan added.

“I am honored to have been selected by my former colleagues to chair the Millennial Housing Commission.  I am particularly grateful to Jim Walsh and Alan Mollohan both of whom took the initiative to create this commission.  I look forward to working with our co-chair, and an old friend in Dick Ravitch, as well as the rest of the members of the commission.  One of the most pressing problems facing our nation is the lack of affordable, safe housing in both rural and urban areas.   The task of this commission will be to examine the way to create and sustain quality housing for future generations, ” said Commission Co-Chair Susan Molinari.  
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