MOHAVE COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY - MOHAVE COUNTY, ARIZONA

Consumer Based Assistance

1. 
We do not have a problem with landlords accepting our S8 vouchers.  Our rental housing stock is good in our jurisdiction.  HA relationship with landlords in the community is vital to tenant voucher success.  Also, that the tenant fully understands the process.  

2. 
Once again HA relationship with landlords is crucial.  We do not have deconcentration issues in Mohave County.  Many new units are available. 

3. 
We run only tenant-based program in Mohave County and that works with our housing market.

4.
Yes, we operate an emergency assistance program with State Housing Funds to prevent homelessness; however, this is just one time assistance.  We see a need for long term mortgage assistance/utility assistance for elderly and disabled populations.  This will become critical as energy prices continue to rise.

We are not involved in the housing finance, preservation, and production and do not have the experience to comment in these areas.

Community Linkages

1.
HA participation in a ONE STOP Center that has the all the social service providers in one location as called for in the Workforce Investment Act would be a good start in fostering inter-agency communication and planning.  

Cross Cutting Issues

1.  Once again we believe that some long-term mortgage assistance will be necessary to preserve homeownership for those who are on fixed incomes.  We also believe in the choice that tenant based assistance offers clients.  

2.  Internet capability for those who have access is important.  Software programs that examine and produce data regarding failures to lease with reasons would also be important.

3. 
Once again HUD is instituting software and reporting requirements through the Internet that will in theory provide data that can be used for QA purposes.  The software however must work as planned or else it will just waste time in confirmation audits by HUD staff.  We are a part of county government here and I believe in this layer of local accountability.

4.  Through the consolidated planning process with local public input into program design.  Local control and accountability is the key to project success.

5.
We do not experience many fair housing issues.  In the future, due to rising costs, low-income clients may be priced out of the market regardless of their status as a protected class.      

