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I am grateful to the Co-Chairs, Susan Molinari and Dick Ravitch, the Commissioners, and their staff for their efforts in putting together this report for Congress’s consideration.  It is a thorough review of our nation’s housing needs, and they should be commended for completing their assessment on-time and on-budget.

I certainly share the Commission’s view that housing is important and that we must strengthen the links between housing and our communities in an effort to increase opportunities for all families in the new millennium.  

While I have not had time yet to fully review the report, I am concerned that the Commission’s recommendations do not appear to demonstrate a dramatic departure from the past.  I had hoped that the Commission would propose innovative solutions and tools for Congress to consider.  Many of the proposals advocate simply increasing and expanding Federal funding and tax incentives for existing programs, or propose to re-create programs of the past, without offering significant recommendations for improving the efficiency or effectiveness of these programs.  


Clearly, Congress must continue to search for ways to address the housing needs of the nation, particularly for those families with the lowest incomes.  I look forward to having the opportunity to more thoroughly review the report and discuss these recommendations with the Commission in the months ahead.  
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